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WHAT'S IN A NAME?
Graeme Linkletter, P.Eng.

Past President

A name or a title is a means for effective cooperation and communication in today's
world. Commercial companies spend millions of dollars promoting their name and
describing their products so that the company and its products and service can be
easily identified by the public. The words "Agricultural Engineering" have been
used for many decades to describe one of the most influential engineering disci
plines in the 20th century. However, agricultural engineering remains the most
misunderstood of all engineering professions and one that continues to wrestle with
its identity.

The very wide scope of the agricultural industry has enabled the agricultural
engineering profession to expand into many new areas. Many information initiatives
have been utilized to inform the public of the role agricultural engineers play in the
total agri-food system. However, since the word "agriculture" is closely associated
with primary production of food, it is understandable that the profession has an
identity problem.Someuniversity and extension agricultural engineering programs
have changedtheir name so as to reflect an increased emphasis on the environmental
andbiological sciences. This is a logicaldirectionin whichto move,sincebiological
science includes agriculture. Specifically, agriculture is limited, applied biology.

The CSAE Council recognizes that the profession is continuing to evolve and
needs toredefine itself. Aworking committee hasbeenestablished to studytheissue
and develop a future strategy for engineering in the agri-food industry. This com
mittee will be seeking input form the membership as well as from others in the
agri-food industry. Your ideas and comments fora future direction oftheprofession
are most welcome.

The profession still has a long distance togotowards anew engineering order and
that distance needs to be covered now. If we don't do it, others will do it for us and
then agricultural engineering will beknown only in thehistory books.

The Canadian Society of Agricultural Engineering gratefully acknowledges the financial support received
from the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council ofCanada to publish this journal.
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NOTES TO CONTRIBUTORS

The Editorial Board will assess suitability and essential detail of
papers submitted for publication in Canadian Agricultural Engineer
ing. One or more reviewers will be used. Their comments and
suggestions will be compiled and submitted to the author. The review
will ensure that:

1. A research paper presents a piece of research carried to a
well-defined stage of advancement and the conclusions are adequately
supported by the experimental results.

2. A technical paper presents a clear, concise, and factual outline
and interpretation of the development, design, test, or analysis under
consideration and that it is a contribution in the field of agricultural
engineering.

3. A generalpaper on education, research, or extension is pertinent
to major changes in curriculum, research, or extension or to forward-
looking developments in these areas.

4. A technicalnote on equipment development, technique of meas
urement, or method of analysis will have an application for other
workers in the field of agricultural engineering.

MANUSCRIPT

The manuscript should be typed double-spaced on paper 216 x 279
mm (8.5" x 11") with margins not less than 30 mm. The first page
should contain only the title, authors' names, addresses (including
postal codes), and contribution number where applicable. The tele
phone number and FAX number of the corresponding author should
also be included. Tables and captions for illustrations should be on
separate pages, placed after the text. Manuscript paper with numbered
lines is required. Six copies must be submitted. After a paper has been
acceptedfor publication, the author will be expected to provide a copy
of the paper on floppy disk in a format compatible with MS-DOS or
Macintosh systems.

The title of the paper should give an accurate description of the
article, using key words that can be used for computer-indexing.

ORGANIZATION

The paper should be organized to conform with present Journal prac
tice. All papers must include a short abstract section of about 200
words. Authors are encouraged to submit the abstract in both English
and French. There will be a charge for translation services that must
be provided by the Journal.

Major headings - Center on the page with all words in capital letters.
Subheadings - Start at left-hand margin, capitalize first letter.
Sub-subheadings - Same as subheadings but underline.

Technical and detailed information should be included only in the
form of description, table, graph, chart or photograph. In general,
follow the style used in a recent issue of the Journal, or the style used
in Transactions ofthe ASAE.

References

List references alphabetically by authors at the end. Follow the format
set by the American Society of Agricultural Engineers, but do not
abbreviate journal names. Material in press, with the name of the
journal, may be used as a reference. Private communications and
unpublished reports should be referred to in parentheses in the text.
Private communications should include the persons title and address.
Avoid the use of footnotes. Use the author-date system in the manu
script when referring to articles in the Reference section.

Tables

Designate tables at the top by table number (Roman numerals) and
title, in upper and lower case letters. All headings and other informa
tion in tables are to be in lower case except first letter of first word.
Keepthe table compact and place it across the page wherever possible.
Do not use vertical lines.

Measurements

Only metric system (SI) units are to be used.

Equations

Equations and formulas must be set up clearly. Use capitals for sym
bols as much as possible and lower case for superscripts and
subscripts. Greek and other characters should be identified clearly.
Equations should be numbered on the right-hand margin and in line
with the center of the equation.

Abbreviations

Abbreviate units of measure only when used with numerals. Use
corrrect SI unit abbreviations. Do not use abbreviations in the title.

ILLUSTRATIONS

Either original drawings or glossy photographs are acceptable for
illustrations. An illustration should be planned to fit, after reduction,
into a space 90 mm wide (one column) or 183 wide (two columns).
The original should be not more than three times the size of the final
figure. For identification, the figure number and author's name should
be written on the lower left corner with soft pencil.

Linedrawings shouldbemachineproducedon whitedrawing paper
or tracing paper. Authors are encouraged to produce drawings using
one of the commonly used computer packages. Letters, numerals,
labels and axis captions should have only the first word capitalized.
Axis captions should be followed by a comma, the symbol in italics,
and the units in parentheses [i.e. Acceleration ofparticle, Ap (m/s2)].
If a symbol is not used omit the comma. Letters and numerals must be
at least 1.5 mm high and preferably 2 mm high in final form. Curves
on graphs must be 0.3 mm wide after reduction. Axes and grid lines
should be clearly visible but inconspicuous; a width of 0.2 mm after
reduction is suggested. Figure numbers and captions should be typed
on a separate page, not on the original illustrations. When a paper is
submitted for publication, the original illustrations need not be pro
vided so long as the copies are of such quality that reviewers can
understand them. Original drawings must be provided when the paper
is accepted for publication. If a drawing has been produced by a
computer package, a copy of the file should be submitted on disk at the
time that the manuscript is submitted on disk.

DISCUSSIONS

Discussions may be submitted on any paper or technical note publish
ed in the Journal for a period of not more than four months following
publication. Discussion of a paper or technical note is open to anyone
who has significant comments or questions about the content of the
paper/technical note. A discussion will not be accepted for publication
if it contains material readily found elsewhere, is purely speculative,
introduces personalities, or otherwise falls below the standards of a
technical paper in a professional journal. Authors will be given an
opportunity to reply to discussions.

The format for discussions differs from those of papers in that
figures are to be identified by capital letters to avoid confusion with
the original paper. The discusser should refer to him/herself as "the
writer" or "I" and to the author of the original paper as "the author."
The first page shows the title of the original paper with a footnote to
identify the author, volume, page and date. Name and address of the
writer of the discussion follow the title.

Discussions will be reviewed by the Editorial Board and possibly
the reviewers of the original paper. The length of a discussion is
restricted to one journal page. Lengthy discussions will be returned for
shortening, or the writer may be encouraged to submit a paper of
technical note.
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